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upon this confession of his diligence, that be could not fail
of being learned, at least, in the degree requisite to the
enjoyment of a fellowship ; and may safely ascribe his dis-
appointment to his want of stature, it being the custom of
sir Henry Savil P, then warden of that college, to pay
much regard to the outward appearance of those who soli-
cited preferment in that society. So much do the great-
est events owe sometimes to accident or folly!

He afterwards retired to his native place, where " he
lived," says Clarendon, " without any appearance of ambi-
tion, to be a greater man than he was, but inveighed with
great freedom against the license of the times, and power
of the court."

In 1640, he was chosen burgess for Bridgewater by the
puritan party, to whom he had recommended himself by
the disapprobation of bishop Laud's violence and severity,
and' his non-compliance with those new ceremonies, which
he was then endeavouring to introduce.

When the civil war broke out, Blake, in conformity with
his avowed principles, declared for the parliament; and,
thinking a bare declaration for right not all the duty of a
good man, raised a troop of dragoons for his party, and
appeared in the field with so much bravery, that he was, in
a short time, advanced, without meeting any of those ob-
structions which he had encountered in the university.

In 1645, he was governour of Tauntou, when the lord
Goring came before it with an army of ten thousand men.
The town was ill fortified, and unsupplied with almost every
thing necessary for supporting a siege. The state of this
garrison encouraged colonel Windham, who was ac-
quainted with Blake, to propose a capitulation, which
was rejected by Blake, with indignation and contempt;
nor were either menaces or persuasions of any effect, for
he maintained the place, under all its disadvantages, till
the siege was raised by the parliament's army.

P The name of sir Henry Savil does not occur in the list of the wardens of
Wadham college.